
 

 
MARCA BEATS THE CRISIS! 

THE 9th EDITION OF MARCABYBOLOGNAFIERE 
CLOSES WITH EXCELLENT RESULTS 

 
Over 5,500 professional operators, 450 exhibitors  

(80 of which from overseas), great interest by  
foreign buyers in two days of B2B meetings 

 
  

Great interest in Made in Italy, strong promotion of Italian agro-industrial products, 
increased distribution and exports of products by small and medium domestic 
companies: these are the results of the 9th edition of MARCAbyBolognaFiere, just 
concluded at the Bologna Exhibition Centre, confirming the success of past editions.  
 
As Chairman Duccio Campagnoli notes, “The 9th edition of MARCAbyBolognaFiere 
focuses especially on strategies for internationalising Italian agribusiness and on 
promoting meetings between foreign buyers and companies attending the exhibition. 
We organised visits by many delegations from top trading partners: Germany, France, 
Romania, Russia, Spain and Turkey, to the great satisfaction of companies and 
operators. We are absolutely convinced that trade exhibitions play an essential role in 
helping small and medium companies gain new market shares and define business 
strategies.”  
  
In the presence of Mario Catania, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, 
MARCAbyBolognaFiere opened with a large conference on the contribution of 
Private Labels to the production system (organised by ADM, Associazione 
Distribuzione Moderna). The speakers described growth trends and the value of 
private label products, now one of the most important factors for achieving higher 
market shares. Private label products, the link between industry and large-scale 
distribution, offer undeniable business opportunity to small and medium companies. 
Italian companies (78% of which are small and medium) generate 92% of gross 
production, and through LOD these companies can enter large domestic and foreign 
markets and plan investments to optimise production processes. 
 
Guido Cristini (Professor of Marketing at Parma University), Camillo De Berardinis 
(Chairman of ADM) and Roberto Della Casa (Professor of Food Marketing at Bologna 
University) were the speakers in the first part of the conference, which concluded with 
a round table discussion – moderated by Debora Rosciano (Radio 24) – with 
representatives of top producers and distributors. Closing remarks were provided by 
Minister Catania.  
 
MARCAbyBolognaFiere’s traditional Annual Private Label Report on the second day 
of the exhibition was also a great success. Presented by Professor Cristini and by Mr. 
Marzoli (SimphonyIRI), the Report offered the results of recent analyses and described 
the excellent growth prospects for private label products and, in particular, for 
segments that satisfy consumer demands. 
The ninth Report revealed that private labels have achieved a 17% market share in 



 

Italy, continuing their constant growth over the last five years (from 14% in 2008 to 
17% in August 2012). This performance applies not only to “first price” products 
(which increased 11.9% in value and 5.2% in volume in the first 8 months of 2012), 
but also for “premium” categories (which increased 16.2% in value). 
 
 
MARCA EXHIBITORS DONATE PRODUCTS TO THE COLLECTION PROMOTED 
BY CARITAS 
At the conclusion of MARCA, exhibitors donated their products to Caritas of Bologna as 
an enthusiastic gesture of solidarity: an important initiative in support of the needy. 
 
“I want to express my gratitude to the exhibitors at MARCA for the products they have 
donated,” says Paolo Mengoli, Director of Caritas Bologna. “Even more than the 
significant value of these products, their kindness and sensitivity to people in need, 
who unfortunately seek our help in growing numbers, are a comforting sign of 
solidarity.” 
 
BolognaFiere thanks all of those who participated in this important act of solidarity.  
 
 

The 10th edition of MARCAbyBolognaFiere  
will be held on 15 and 16 January 2014 
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